
 4 

• Aesthetic Concerns 
o Streetscape improvements (especially Causeway Blvd.) 
o Need for landscaping in common/public areas (maintenance 

responsibility has been an obstacle in the past) 
o Need for code enforcement 
o Building façade improvements 

• Transportation/Connectivity 
o Potential Zinnia “loop”/extension for safety to get children to/from 

school 
o Sidewalks needed at 70th & 32nd and throughout older neighborhoods 

• Crime/Safety 
o Crime/drug activity  
o Need programs to address drug addiction; crime watch; etc. (e.g. 

“Weed & Seed” program) 
 
Conclusion 
Although there are many categories that citizens of the Palm River/Progressive 
Village/Causeway Area feel are important. There are a few items that were stressed 
throughout the meeting as being of the highest priority: 

• Water/Sewer Improvements (Potable Water) 
• Flood Drain Improvements 
• Street Improvements (Streetscaping) 
• Housing Rehabilitation (Vacant Homes) 
• Youth Services/Centers 
• Health Facilities 
• Crime Prevention 

 
 
For questions regarding the 5-Year Consolidated Plan, please contact Karen Collins at 
813.274.6605 or collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org. 
 
Hillsborough County 
Affordable Housing Department 
Karen Collins, Senior Planner 
1208 Tech Blvd., Suite 300 
Tampa, FL 33619 
 
More information can be seen at 
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/affordablehousingoffice/5yearplan.cfm 
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Public Comments







1

Smith, Jason

From: Collins, Karen [CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 7:13 AM
To: Smith, Jason; Warner, Amanda; Calvin Knowles
Cc: Crosby-Rucker, Felicia; Calderaro, Maureen
Subject: FW: Five Year Consolidated Plan

Good morning Jason: 

 

Following are comments received from a resident in the Palm River Community.   

 

 

Karen Collins, Senior Planner 

Affordable Housing Department 

Hillsborough County 

813/274-6605 

 

 

 

From: dorothy tilden [mailto:dtilden1@juno.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 6:55 PM 

To: Collins, Karen 
Subject: Five Year Consolidated Plan 

 

Monday, February 14, 2011  

Dear Ms. Collins: 

Due to a conflict in scheduling, I, as many others in the Greater Palm River Community, will not be 
able to attend the Public meeting on the Five Year Consolidated Plan. We are attending a rezoning 
hearing that same night in order to attempt to bring some stability to our community. Traveling outside 
our community at night to attend a meeting at another location is not an option for us although we will 
do it for something such as a detrimental rezoning. 

I am, however, interested in the Plan. Particularly the following section: 

A SUITABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT - - which includes: 

� improving the safety and livability of neighborhoods; 

� eliminating blighting influences and the deterioration of property and facilities; 

� increasing access to quality public and private facilities and services; 

 reducing the isolation of income groups within areas through spatial de-concentration 

of housing opportunities for lower income persons and the revitalization of 
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deteriorating neighborhoods; 

 restoring and preserving properties of special historic, architectural, or aesthetic 

value; and 

 conserving energy resources and use of renewable energy resources 

The Greater Palm River area is in an situated ideally within Hillsborough County, but until the County 
can make improvements, it will continue to deteriorate. No sidewalks, no beautifying trees, no 
housing rehab nor any of the other things that are the Plan's "goals" is going to change that 
UNTIL WE HAVE POTABLE WATER. People will not move to nor improve the area until water is 
available. 

The residents of the Greater Palm River area are being penalized by an interlocal agreement 
between the City of Tampa and Hillsborough County governments. Although for years we have 
continuously tried to get someone to listen, we still do not have and cannot get potable water due to 
this interlocal agreement which apparently runs through 2019.  

The City of Tampa won't listen because we are not voters nor taxpayers in the City thus they have no 
interest in our area and our basic human needs.  

The County Commissioners, for whom we DO vote, say their hands are tied because of the 
agreement and can do nothing to supply our basic human needs. 

We get nowhere.  It seems that in our small section of America we have regulation without 
representation. Many think we are ignored because of the socioeconomic demographics of the Palm 
River area. If this was Davis Island, New Tampa or Carrollwood, the agreement would be rescinded. 

We cannot drink the water from out wells without strong chemicals being added and many of the 
residents do not have filters let alone chemicals to add. Most of us have to bring in bottled water. We 
cannot brush our teeth using water from these wells - we have to use bottled water. Even 
wetting/cleaning our toothbrushes and rinsing our mouths is an ordeal that no one should have to 
tolerate. Our children bathe in the bacteria or chemical laden water from our wells. Every fixture or 
wall touched by the water is stained. Additional chemicals are needed to clean those surfaces.  In 
doing laundry we have a choice. Wear stained cloths or wear clothes with holes in them caused by 
chemicals we have to add.   None of this is good for us.  None of this is good for the environment. 

This situation is no longer remotely acceptable to the residents of Greater Palm River area. Perhaps 
those of you working on the Plan could also work with the County Commissioners, specifically 
Commissioner Miller who DOES have an interest, to rescind the interlocal agreement and obtain 
potable water when you acquire those funds available through the Plan. 

Palm River is not a depressed area, just deprived of County/City Services that others take for granted 

Sincerely, 

Dottie Tilden 

1412 Maydell Drive  
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Tampa, Fl 33619 

(813) 626-5066 

From: Hillsborough County News  
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 2:32 PM 
To: Hillsborough County News 
Subject: Public Input Being Sought on HUD Funding For Your Community 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY NEWS 

Feb. 11, 2011 

For more information, contact: 

Karen Collins 

Affordable Housing Department 

Telephone:  (813) 274-6605 

Email: CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org 

Public Input Being Sought on HUD Funding For Your Community 

Tell Us What Projects Are Most Important To You! 

Help Hillsborough County identify your community’s affordable housing, fair housing, public service, 
infrastructure, and community and economic development needs. 

Hillsborough County will use this information obtained from the public and housing and community 
development partners to create a required 5-year Consolidated Plan Document.  The Plan will guide how it 
spends approximately $9 million received annually by the County from the U.S. Department of Housing & 
Urban Development.  The money is set aside for projects in unincorporated Hillsborough County and the cities 
of Temple Terrace and Plant City. 

Please attend one of the public meetings listed below or fill out a survey online starting Monday, Feb. 14, at: 
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/affordablehousingoffice/5yearplan.cfm.  On that Web page, you can also 
read more about the types of programs that are eligible for the funding and what has been accomplished in the 
past through the HUD funding. 

For additional information, please contact Karen Collins at (813) 274-6605 or at 
collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org.  Para información en español, llamar al 246-3150. 

All meeting facilities are ADA compliant. Any additional necessary accommodations will be provided with a 
48-hour notice. 

Public Meeting Dates 

Date:    Tuesday, Feb. 15 
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Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   Progress Village Magnet Middle School Cafeteria, 8113 Zinnia Dr. 

Date:    Thursday, Feb. 17 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   South County Service Center, 410 30th St. SE, Ruskin 

Date:    Monday, Feb. 21 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  Town ‘N Country Commons, 7606 Paula Dr. 

Date:    Tuesday, Feb. 22 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  University Area Community Ctr., 14013 N. 22nd St. 

Date:    Thursday, Feb. 24 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  Bruton Memorial Library, 302 W. McLendon St., Plant City 

Date:    Monday, Feb. 28 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   Extension Service, 5339 S. County Road 579 (Mango Road), Seffner 

### 

===== 

Hillsborough County News is the email address from which you should receive news releases and media advisories from Hillsborough County Administration. 

Should you wish to be added or removed from these news announcements, send a reply email to this account. 

This email address is not monitored every day. Call the contact provided or the County's Communications Office with specific questions on any news 

announcement - (813) 272-5314. 

 Visit us on the Web at - www.hillsboroughcounty.org/communications 

Become a Fan on Facebook - www.facebook.com/HillsboroughFL  

Follow us on TWITTER - http://twitter.com/HillsboroughFL 

Be part of the discussion on our Blog - http://hillsboroughfl.blogspot.com/ 

Watch our Informational videos on YouTube - www.youtube.com/hillsboroughcounty  
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Click for a full list of upcoming County meetings, various locations and times 

Let us know how we are doing?  Please fill out our online department survey at:  

http://hcbocc.websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/10/COM-POS-AD25.htm.  

 

 

  

  

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
$65/Hr Job - 25 Openings 
Part-Time job ($20-$65/hr). Requirements: Home Internet Access 
Channel11NewsReport.com 
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Smith, Jason

From: Collins, Karen [CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org]
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 6:06 PM
To: Smith, Jason; 'Calvin Knowles'; Warner, Amanda
Cc: Crosby-Rucker, Felicia
Subject: FW: Five Year Consolidated Plan

I received the following comments from a resident of the Palm River Area.  Please maintain these in your records for 

comments from this community. 

 

 

Karen Collins,Senior Planner 

Hillsborough County Affordable Housing Department 

813/274-6605 

collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org 

 

 

 

 

From: JDavis [mailto:dogwood1021@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 5:29 PM 

To: Collins, Karen 
Cc: Calderaro, Maureen; King, Bernadine 
Subject: Five Year Consolidated Plan 

 

Dear Ms. Collins, 

  

Due to a conflict in scheduling, I, as many others in the Greater Palm River Community, will not be able to attend the 
Public meeting on the Five Year Consolidated Plan. We are attending a rezoning hearing that same night in order to 
attempt to bring some stability to our community. Traveling outside our community at night to attend a meeting at another 
location is not an option for us although we will do it for something such as a detrimental rezoning. 

  

I am, however, interested in the Plan. Particularly the following section: 

  

A SUITABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT - - which includes: 

� improving the safety and livability of neighborhoods; 

� eliminating blighting influences and the deterioration of property and facilities; 

� increasing access to quality public and private facilities and services; 

 reducing the isolation of income groups within areas through spatial de-concentration 

of housing opportunities for lower income persons and the revitalization of 
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deteriorating neighborhoods; 

 restoring and preserving properties of special historic, architectural, or aesthetic 

value; and 

 conserving energy resources and use of renewable energy resources 

  

The Greater Palm River area is in an situated ideally within Hillsborough County, but until the County can make 
improvements, it will continue to deteriorate. No sidewalks, no beautifying trees, no housing rehab nor any of the other 
things that are the Plan's "goals" is going to change that UNTIL WE HAVE POTABLE WATER. People will not move to 
nor improve the area until water is available. 

  

The residents of the Greater Palm River area are being penalized by an interlocal agreement between the City of Tampa 
and Hillsborough County governments. Although for years we have continuously tried to get someone to listen, we still do 
not have and cannot get potable water due to this interlocal agreement which apparently runs through 2019.  

  

The City of Tampa won't listen because we are not voters nor taxpayers in the City thus they have no interest in our area 
and our basic human needs.  

  

The County Commissioners, for whom we DO vote, say their hands are tied because of the agreement and can do 
nothing to supply our basic human needs. 

  

We get nowhere.  It seems that in our small section of America we have regulation without representation. Many think we 
are ignored because of the socioeconomic demographics of the Palm River area. If this was Davis Island, New Tampa or 
Carrollwood, the agreement would be rescinded. 

  

We cannot drink the water from out wells without strong chemicals being added and many of the residents do not have 
filters let alone chemicals to add. Most of us have to bring in bottled water. We cannot brush our teeth using water from 
these wells - we have to use bottled water. Even wetting/cleaning our toothbrushes and rinsing our mouths is an ordeal 
that no one should have to tolerate. Our children bathe in the bacteria or chemical laden water from our wells. Every 
fixture or wall touched by the water is stained. Additional chemicals are needed to clean those surfaces.  In doing laundry 
we have a choice. Wear stained cloths or wear clothes with holes in them caused by chemicals we have to add.   None of 
this is good for us.  None of this is good for the environment. 

   

This situation is no longer remotely acceptable to the residents of Greater Palm River area. Perhaps those of you working 
on the Plan could also work with the County Commissioners, specifically Commissioner Miller who DOES have an 
interest, to rescind the interlocal agreement and obtain potable water when you aquire those funds available through the 
Plan. 

  

Thank you, 
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Joan Davis 

1607 Maydell Drive 

Tampa, FL 33619 

813-612-9807 

  

  

 

Don't pick lemons. 
See all the new 2007 cars at Yahoo! Autos. 
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Smith, Jason

From: Collins, Karen [CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org]
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:41 PM
To: Smith, Jason; Warner, Amanda; Calvin Knowles
Cc: Calderaro, Maureen
Subject: FW: Five Year Consolidated Plan
Attachments: Patricia M. Shafer.vcf

Additional comments from Palm River.   

 

From: Patricia Shafer [mailto:PShafer@scrprecision.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 12:15 PM 
To: dorothy tilden 
Cc: Collins, Karen; Gary Anzulewicz 

Subject: RE: Five Year Consolidated Plan 

 
Excellent letter, Dottie.  However, as the V.P. of the Palm River Economic Development Council I need to point out that 
there is one issue not specifically addressed:  how to get, support and nurture viable businesses for the area that will offer 
sustainable jobs for the residents as well as bring interest in other businesses coming to the area such as restaurants, 
banks, large chain grocery stores, etc.  Without strong employers the community will continue to stagnate.  I realize that 
the proximity to the port and the necessary evils it brings with it, i.e. small businesses that tend to harm the environment, 
have disregard to codes, hire temporary employees who have no interest in the community, etc. make this a difficult task.  
Our mutual goal should be to continue to seek improvement of the infrastructure that will in turn raise property values and 
encourage growth.       
 
Patricia M. Shafer 
President 
SCR Precision Tube Bending, Inc. 
SCR, Inc. 
Shafer's Classic Reproductions, Inc. 
pshafer@scrprecision.com 
  

From: dorothy tilden [mailto:dtilden1@juno.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 6:55 PM 
To: collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org 
Subject: Five Year Consolidated Plan 
 

Monday, February 14, 2011  

Dear Ms. Collins: 

Due to a conflict in scheduling, I, as many others in the Greater Palm River Community, will not be 
able to attend the Public meeting on the Five Year Consolidated Plan. We are attending a rezoning 
hearing that same night in order to attempt to bring some stability to our community. Traveling outside 
our community at night to attend a meeting at another location is not an option for us although we will 
do it for something such as a detrimental rezoning. 

I am, however, interested in the Plan. Particularly the following section: 

A SUITABLE LIVING ENVIRONMENT - - which includes: 
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� improving the safety and livability of neighborhoods; 

� eliminating blighting influences and the deterioration of property and facilities; 

� increasing access to quality public and private facilities and services; 

� reducing the isolation of income groups within areas through spatial de-concentration 

of housing opportunities for lower income persons and the revitalization of 

deteriorating neighborhoods; 

� restoring and preserving properties of special historic, architectural, or aesthetic 

value; and 

� conserving energy resources and use of renewable energy resources 

The Greater Palm River area is in an situated ideally within Hillsborough County, but until the County 
can make improvements, it will continue to deteriorate. No sidewalks, no beautifying trees, no 
housing rehab nor any of the other things that are the Plan's "goals" is going to change that 
UNTIL WE HAVE POTABLE WATER. People will not move to nor improve the area until water is 
available. 

The residents of the Greater Palm River area are being penalized by an interlocal agreement 
between the City of Tampa and Hillsborough County governments. Although for years we have 
continuously tried to get someone to listen, we still do not have and cannot get potable water due to 
this interlocal agreement which apparently runs through 2019.  

The City of Tampa won't listen because we are not voters nor taxpayers in the City thus they have no 
interest in our area and our basic human needs.  

The County Commissioners, for whom we DO vote, say their hands are tied because of the 
agreement and can do nothing to supply our basic human needs. 

We get nowhere.  It seems that in our small section of America we have regulation without 
representation. Many think we are ignored because of the socioeconomic demographics of the Palm 
River area. If this was Davis Island, New Tampa or Carrollwood, the agreement would be rescinded. 

We cannot drink the water from out wells without strong chemicals being added and many of the 
residents do not have filters let alone chemicals to add. Most of us have to bring in bottled water. We 
cannot brush our teeth using water from these wells - we have to use bottled water. Even 
wetting/cleaning our toothbrushes and rinsing our mouths is an ordeal that no one should have to 
tolerate. Our children bathe in the bacteria or chemical laden water from our wells. Every fixture or 
wall touched by the water is stained. Additional chemicals are needed to clean those surfaces.  In 
doing laundry we have a choice. Wear stained cloths or wear clothes with holes in them caused by 
chemicals we have to add.   None of this is good for us.  None of this is good for the environment. 

This situation is no longer remotely acceptable to the residents of Greater Palm River area. Perhaps 
those of you working on the Plan could also work with the County Commissioners, specifically 
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Commissioner Miller who DOES have an interest, to rescind the interlocal agreement and obtain 
potable water when you acquire those funds available through the Plan. 

Palm River is not a depressed area, just deprived of County/City Services that others take for granted 

Sincerely, 

Dottie Tilden 

1412 Maydell Drive  

Tampa, Fl 33619 

(813) 626-5066 

From: Hillsborough County News  
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 2:32 PM 
To: Hillsborough County News 
Subject: Public Input Being Sought on HUD Funding For Your Community 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY NEWS 

Feb. 11, 2011 

For more information, contact: 

Karen Collins 

Affordable Housing Department 

Telephone:  (813) 274-6605 

Email: CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org 

Public Input Being Sought on HUD Funding For Your Community 

Tell Us What Projects Are Most Important To You! 

Help Hillsborough County identify your community’s affordable housing, fair housing, public service, 
infrastructure, and community and economic development needs. 

Hillsborough County will use this information obtained from the public and housing and community 
development partners to create a required 5-year Consolidated Plan Document.  The Plan will guide how it 
spends approximately $9 million received annually by the County from the U.S. Department of Housing & 
Urban Development.  The money is set aside for projects in unincorporated Hillsborough County and the cities 
of Temple Terrace and Plant City. 

Please attend one of the public meetings listed below or fill out a survey online starting Monday, Feb. 14, at: 
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/affordablehousingoffice/5yearplan.cfm.  On that Web page, you can also 
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read more about the types of programs that are eligible for the funding and what has been accomplished in the 
past through the HUD funding. 

For additional information, please contact Karen Collins at (813) 274-6605 or at 
collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org.  Para información en español, llamar al 246-3150. 

All meeting facilities are ADA compliant. Any additional necessary accommodations will be provided with a 
48-hour notice. 

Public Meeting Dates 

Date:    Tuesday, Feb. 15 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   Progress Village Magnet Middle School Cafeteria, 8113 Zinnia Dr. 

Date:    Thursday, Feb. 17 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   South County Service Center, 410 30th St. SE, Ruskin 

Date:    Monday, Feb. 21 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  Town ‘N Country Commons, 7606 Paula Dr. 

Date:    Tuesday, Feb. 22 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  University Area Community Ctr., 14013 N. 22nd St. 

Date:    Thursday, Feb. 24 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:  Bruton Memorial Library, 302 W. McLendon St., Plant City 

Date:    Monday, Feb. 28 

Time:    6 p.m. 

Place:   Extension Service, 5339 S. County Road 579 (Mango Road), Seffner 

### 

===== 
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Hillsborough County News is the email address from which you should receive news releases and media advisories from Hillsborough County Administration. 

Should you wish to be added or removed from these news announcements, send a reply email to this account. 

This email address is not monitored every day. Call the contact provided or the County's Communications Office with specific questions on any news 

announcement - (813) 272-5314. 

 Visit us on the Web at - www.hillsboroughcounty.org/communications 

Become a Fan on Facebook - www.facebook.com/HillsboroughFL  

Follow us on TWITTER - http://twitter.com/HillsboroughFL 

Be part of the discussion on our Blog - http://hillsboroughfl.blogspot.com/ 

Watch our Informational videos on YouTube - www.youtube.com/hillsboroughcounty  

Click for a full list of upcoming County meetings, various locations and times 

Let us know how we are doing?  Please fill out our online department survey at:  

http://hcbocc.websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/10/COM-POS-AD25.htm.  

 

 

  

  

 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
$65/Hr Job - 25 Openings 
Part-Time job ($20-$65/hr). Requirements: Home Internet Access 
Channel11NewsReport.com 
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Smith, Jason

From: Collins, Karen [CollinsK@hillsboroughcounty.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 1:32 PM
To: Smith, Jason; Warner, Amanda; Calvin Knowles
Cc: Crosby-Rucker, Felicia; Calderaro, Maureen
Subject: FW: South County

Please see additional comments from a resident in South County area. 

 

 

Karen Collins 
Senior Planner 
Hillsborough County BOCC 
Affordable Housing Department 
telephone: 813/274-6605 
Fax: 813/635-8134 
e: collinsk@hillsboroughcounty.org 

w: http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org 

 

 

Please note:  all correspondence to or from this office is subject to Florida's Public Records laws. 

 

 

 

 

From: Dean L Walters [mailto:deanlwalters@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 9:21 AM 
To: Collins, Karen 

Subject: South County 

 

Karen, 

 

I was reading in the Observer News this morning that there was a planning meeting in South Shore. I was unaware or 

would have found time to make it but did go online to fill out the survey. 

 

It was encouraging to read that those that did make it brought up the desperate need for youth facilities in this area. The 

area is growing rapidly but the infrastructure for youth athletics and activities is lagging far behind. 

 

I was the President of the South Shore Longhorns (Pop Warner Youth Football and Cheerleading) for the last 3 years. Our 

 program started because kids were on a waiting list for another program. We went from 200 kids the first year to 375 

last season. The 375 is a number that Hillsborough County put a cap on due to the lack of facilities. We were in 2 

different locations over that time and the only answers the county had was to offer facilities we would have to cut 100 

kids from the program.    

 

In the same paper today you can read that the baseball program has 850 kids. The  EB Bucs (youth football and cheer) 

have 250 kids and we have 375. We also had to call 60 kids to let them know our off season flag program was cancelled 

because the county could not find space. 

 

I believe we should make sure the infrastructure is in place before more housing is needed in the area. We need a new 

complex in the Ruskin area dedicated to volunteer youth programs like football, baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, 

etc.  
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Best regards, 

 

 

Dean Walters 

 

2505 Yukon Cliff Dr 

 

Ruskin, FL 33570 

 

727-430-6547 





Renaissance 5 
8745 Henderson Road 
Suite 220 
Tampa, FL 33634
813.882.8366
888.499.9624 

500 Griswold Avenue
Suite 2500 
Detroit, MI 48226
313.961.3650
www.wadetrim.com 

Florida • Indiana • Michigan • Nebraska 
North Carolina • Ohio • Pennsylvania 
Tennessee • Texas 

1500 Mahan Drive 
Suite 150 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
850.877.1908

111 Second Avenue Northeast 
Suite 510
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 
727.865.9610 
www.meridiancommunitysolutions.com




