
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY SPECIAL USE PROCESS*
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Intake

Public Notice:
- Sign posting
- Surrounding Property Owners mailing
- Newspaper notice

Agency Transmittal including:
- Aviation Authority
- Federal Aviation Administration
- McDill Air Force Base

Staff Review:
- Staff meeting
- Site visit
- Review agency comments
- Review request with Land Development  

       Code Section 6.11.29
- Work with applicant if change needed

Staff files report with 
the Clerk’s Office 6 
days prior to the 
Hearing

Land Use Hearing 
Officer Public 
Hearing

Approved

Decision
rendered 

in 15 Working
days

Any decision may be appealed 
pursuant to the Land Development 
Code Section 10.05.02

Denied

Any decision may 
be appealed 
pursuant to the 
Land Development 
Code Section 
10.05.02

A Variation may be requested to the following standards in the Land Development Code Section 6.11.29 during the 
Special Use Process per the review standard in Section 11.04.02D:
1) Buffering and Screening
2) Setbacks - Exception:   Per Section 6.11.29.D.2, the Administrator/LUHO is permitted to reduce the setback to 
                      the minimum setback of the zoning district if mitigating factors can be demonstrated by the applicant 
                      as set forth in 6.11.29.D.2.   
3) Camouflage - Applicant must also demonstrate that the camouflage designs contained in the Wireless 
                           Communication Support Structure Technical Manual would be more visually obtrusive (present a 
                           wider profile, attract attention more through color, pattern, movement or other characteristics, or 
                           would be more out of character with the area in which the WCSS is to be located) than the proposed 
                           design.
4) Architectural finish on accessory buildings.

The maximum height for all towers subject to LDC Section 6.11.29 is 200 feet.  The Administrator can increase the 
height by up to 25 feet to accommodate collocation per Section 6.11.29.H. 

Variation Review Standard, Land Development Code Section 11.04.02D:
     Regulations for a particular Special Use may be varied where the Land Use Hearing Officer makes a finding in the 
     particular case, that public purposes are satisfied to an equivalent or greater degree. Any related variances to 
     Special Use standards must be heard by the Land Use Hearing Officer and cannot be acted on administratively 
     prior to the Special Use being approved. 

*The Special Use process does not include or apply to Conditional Use applications which are approved administratively and do not require a public hearing
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