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Your Views

Insulting choice

I read with great dismay and
disappointment that the Hills-
borough County Commission
appointed a permanent county
administrator who lacks the
proper educational credentials
specified in the county charter
— “full-time offices who holds a
master’s degree in public ad-
ministration, management or
related field ”

The original intent of this
charter provision was to ensure
that a professionally trained
administratos, not a political
crony, would be at the adminis-
trative helm. The commission
either did not think this through
or simply wanted to expedite .
the decision and perhaps save

money by not conducting a
national search.

The message sent by the
commission, however, is a dite
one for the future. Men and
women who aspire to the top
management in Hillsborough
County can claim a master’s
degree in any field of their
choosing, including religious
studies. How shortsighted and
insulting to the county charter
and citizens

Don Menzer
Tampa

The writer is the former director of the
University of South Florida MPA Program
and past president of the American
Society for Public Administration.’

JOIN THE DEBATE: The
Tribune welcomes original letters
and e-mails fror readeis The text
should be originat and no longer
than 150 words. By makinga
submission, you agree the Tribune
may edit the latter for length and
clarity, and publish i in any
mediurn.

Please include your name,
address and daytime ptione
number. Mail to: P.0, Box 191,
Tampa, FL 33601-0191 Or e-mail
without attachments;
tribletters@tampatrib.com.
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Group: Let voters know financial impact of ballot issues

Residents lobby the county Charter Review Board for the requirement.

BY BILL VARIAN
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — Residents who
fought a proposed transit tax m
Hillsborough County are press-
ng for financial impact state-
ments on future local ballot
issues. !

- The residents, many of them
- attached to the Tampa 9/12 Proj-

ect spawned by radio and televi-
sion host Glenn Beck, spent two
weeks lobbying the county Char-
ter Review Board for the require-
ment.

The state mandates something

sumilar for amendments to the
Tlorida Constitution.

The Charter ‘Beview Board
agreed on Monday evenming to
hold a hearing on the proposal in
Jannary.

Its members asked the coun-

"ty attorney’s office to draft pos-

sible ballot language, though
they haven't discussed who
would calculate such. projec-
tions.

The Charter Review Board has
the power to- place such ques-
tions ou the hallot to let Hillsbor-
cugh voters decide whether they
support the idea.

Board members declined to

pursue another proposal from
the same group of residents that
would have asked voters whether
they support raising the thresh-
old for passing charter amend-
ments to 60 percent, from a sun-
ple majority. .

The state has a similar require-
ment for constitutional amend-
ments.
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JOE
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JAMES GERALD

TOKLEY WHITE

Four African Americans,
Frank Reddick, Joe
Robinson, James Tokley,
and Gerald White, were
named to the Hillsborough

County Charter Review
Board




