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DearMr Snutb 

SUBJECf	 DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY
 
CONERANCH
 

The above referenced real property IS an asset of Hillsborough County's water and wastewater unhty 
enterprise system In 1988, the Water Department (WD) purchased Cone Ranch for $12,189,394 36 for use 
as a potennal future source ofpotable water from Tampa Bay Water (TBW), formerly the West Coast 
Regional Water Supply Authonty The property consists ofapproxunately 12,850 acres and IS located in 

theextreme northeast part of HJllsborough County At the tune ofpurchase, Hillsborough County and 
TBW eDtered mto an agreement to develop the property for water product1onfacwtles The WD retamed 
ownerslup of the land and the IIWIllgement teSpODSlbl.btles, whde TBW wu gJven water development 
nghts to theproperty The County has leased portions of the property for cattle grazmg and other 
agncultural actlVltles and the Parks Department has managed the property With fundmg from the lease 
revenue 

TBW has installed wells on the property to momtor eXlStlng envuonmental condinons m anticipation of 
future development of a well field Their current plan 15 to develop a 12-mgd well field CODSIStlng of 
approxunately Clght (8) well Sites It IS antIcIpated that they will.purchase the well sites, a SItefor pumpmg 
faclllties and the: appropnate easements 

Since the WD has no plans for current or future use of the property and bas determmed that the: property lS 

no longer necessary, useful, or profitable m the operations oftbe systeJn, I am requesang thaI your fDlD 
review my fmdmgs and cernfy m wntlng that disposal of the property would be m the best interests of the 
system and the County We fu!ve asked the BaCe to authonu: the WD to uunate the requited process to 
surplus Cone:Ranch m keeping with BOCC direcnon that the property remain m the pubhc domam for 
environmental open space, habitat, and recreation purposes Staff IS developing a fmancmg plan for the 
transfer of the property to the COWlty'S general fund 

Attached are copies of locabon maps and BCCe agenda Item Please contact Cathy Jones at 272-5977. 
extension 2202, uyou have anyquesbons regardmg thrs request 
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