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Dear Mr Snuth

SUBJECT DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY
CONE RANCH

The above referenced resl property 15 an asset of Hillsborough County's water and wastewater utihty
entcrprise system  In 1988, the Water Department (WD) purchased Cone Ranch for $12,189,394 16 for use
as 8 poteanal future source of potsble water from Tamps Bay Water (TBW), formerly the West Coast
Regiounal Water Supply Authonty The property consists of approxmmately 12,850 acres and 18 located in
ihe extreme northeast part of Hillsborough County At the tune of purchase, Hillsborough County and
TBW eptered wto an agreement to develop the property for water production faciines  The WD reqimed
ownerstup of the land and the management responsibuities, while TBW was given water development
nghts to the property The County has leased portions of the property for cattle grazing and other

agricultural acavities and the Parks Department has managed the property with fanding from the lease
revenue

TBW has msnlled wells on the property to momitor exstng envirowmenteal conditions m asterpston of
futare development of a well field Therr cumrent plan 15 to develop a 12-mgd well field consistng of
approxumately eight (8) well sites It 15 anticipated that they wall purchase the well sites, & sute for punpmg
facilires and the sppropnats easements

Since the WD has no plans for current or future use of the property and has determumed that the property 1s
no Janger necessary, useful, or profitable 1o the operations of the system, I am requestmg that your finm
review my findings and certfy m wntmg that disposal of the property would be i the best musrests of the
system and the County We have asked the BOCC to authonze the WD 10 mybate the required process to
surplus Cone Ranch mn keeping with BOCC durection that the property remaw m the public domain for
covironynental open space, habitat, and recreanon purposes  Smaff 13 developing a financing plan for the
transfer of the property to the County’s general fund

Attached are copies of location maps and BOCC agenda tem  Please contact Cathy Jones at 272-5977,
extension 2202, o you have any questions regarding this request
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