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A monthly e-newsletter by the  
Hillsborough County Code Enforcement.   

Suggest topics and send comments to    
greenkj@hillsboroughcounty.org  

or call (813) 274-6675. 

 Suspected violations can be reported in several ways: 
• Online www.hillsboroughcounty.org/hcce 

• 10119 Windhorst Rd. 
       Tampa, FL 33619 
• 813-274-6600  

• (813) 272-5900  7 days a week from 7:30 a.m.- 11:00 p.m. 

• 410 SE 30th St. 
       Ruskin, FL 33570 

Section 6.07.00 of Hillsborough County’s Land Devel-
opment Code regulates the installation of fences within 
the unincorporated areas of Hillsborough County. 
These regulations restrict the height, placement, and 
construction of both required and optional fencing. 
Fences may be required on commercial properties; 
however this document will focus on fences erected on 
residential properties.  

Q What materials can be used in the 
 construction of a fence?  
In general, the design of a fence should be in keeping with 
neighborhood appearance. Fences must be constructed of com-
monly used materials such as chain link, masonry, wood or 
PVC. Scrap metal or offensive ma-
terial is not allowed. In addition, 
fences in residential districts can-
not contain any substance such as 
broken glass, spikes, barbs, nails, 
electronically charged wiring or 
similar materials designed to inflict 
pain or injury to any person or 
animal. 

Q Are there restrictions concerning  
 the face of the fence? 
The finished side of the fence must face outwards only 
where visible from road rights-of-way.  This does not apply 
to the fence located in the side yard or rear yard. All posts 
and support beams are to be placed on the unfinished side 
of the fence. This does not preclude the installation of post 
columns with spanning members of metal, wood, or other 
materials; in which case, the posts are equal in presenta-
tion to both sides of the fence. 

Q Can I remain anonymous when 
 registering a complaint? 
Yes. Hillsborough County does not require that you pro-
vide any personal identifying information when register-
ing your complaint. It should be noted that any informa-
tion that is provided to the department, including names, 
phone numbers, or email addresses, are subject to the 
Public Record Laws of the State of Florida and must be 
provided to anyone who requests the information. If you 
wish to remain completely anonymous when making your 
complaint do not provide any of this information to the 
department when registering the complaint. 

Q How high can I erect a fence? 
Fences over four feet in height are not allowed within the front 
yard, with the exception of yards which abut arterial or collec-
tor streets, fences surrounding public utility structures, and 
when a six-foot fence height is required for the purpose of 
screening. Fences in side and rear yards are not to exceed six 
feet, except in the specific circumstances as described above. 
For corner lots, a fence up to six feet in height is allowed within 
one front yard, which would then function as a side yard, pro-
vided the fence is located no more than ten feet into the re-
quired front yard, as measured from the rear line of the front 
yard. 

Q What do I do if I’ve received a notice  
 of violation from Code Enforcement? 
If you have any question about what is required of you to 
achieve compliance with Hillsborough County’s Code, please 
contact the Investigator assigned to your case. The Investiga-
tor’s name is listed at the bottom of the notice you received. 
The goal of Code Enforcement is to preserve the quality and 
value of public and private property and maintain a high stan-
dard of living by eliminating conditions that threaten the life, 
health, safety, and general welfare of the public. The depart-
ment recognizes that this goal is most effectively achieved 
through the education of, and cooperation with, the citizens of 
Hillsborough County. 
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