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Richard Ake
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Hillsborough County, Florida

P.O. Box 1110
Tampa, Florida 33601
Telephone (813) 276-8100

March 3, 2004

Norma J. Wise, Director
Hillsborough County Law Library
501 E. Kennedy Boulevard Ste. 100
Tampa, Florida 33602-5027

Re:  Ordinance #04-16
Amending Ordinance 04-02 Relating to and Regulating the Use of Burglar/Robbery Alarm
Systems for Increase in Fine Schedule for False Alarms.

Dear Ms. Wise:
Attached please find a copy of Hillsborough County Ordinance #04-16 which was adopted by the
Board of County Commissioners on February 18, 2004. We are also forwarding acknowledgment

received from the Secretary of State. This ordinance has an effective date of October 1, 2004.

If I can provide additional information or be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact

me.

Sincerely,

ot ¥ ) s
Gail M. Letzring, J J

Senior Manager, BOCC Records

yc
Attachments
cc: Evelyn Jefferson, Municipal Code Corporation

Ellen Leonard, Legal Advisor, Sheriff's Office
Bobbie Chaffee, State Attorney's Office

Barbara Hutcheson, County Attorney's Office

Adam J. Gormly, Assistant County Attorney

Bill Nesmith, Fire Chief, Fire Rescue

Cal Henderson, Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office

An Affirmative Action - Equal Opportunity Employer




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Glenda E. Hood

Secretary of State
DIVISION OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES

February 25, 2004

Honorable Richard Ake

Clerk to Board of Commissioners
Hillsborough County

Post Office Box 1110

Tampa, Florida 33601

Attention: Judith M. Grose, Senior Manager

.
Vo

Dear Mr. Ake: Lo

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge
receipt of your letters dated February 23, 2004 and certified copies of Hillsborough
County Ordinance Nos. 04-15 and 04-16, which were filed in this office on
February 24, 2004.

Sincerely, Q
Liz Clou
Program Administrator

LC/mp

OSTATE LIBRARY OF FLORIDA
R.A. Gray Building e Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 e (850) 245-6600
FAX: (850) 488-2746 ¢« TDD: (850) 922-4085 e http://www.dos.state.fl.us
QOLEGISLATIVE LIBRARY SERVICE 0 RECORDS MANAGEMENT SERVICES  QFLORIDA STATE ARCHIVES
(850) 488-2812 » FAX: (850) 488-9879  (850) 487-2180e FAX: (850) 413-7224 (850) 245-6700¢ FAX: (850) 488-4894
OADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND WEEKLY
(850) 245-6270¢ FAX: (850) 245-6282
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FLORIDA,
AMENDING ORDINANCE 04-02, WHICH RELATES TO AND
REGULATES THE USE OF BURGLAR/ROBBERY ALARM
SYSTEMS; PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN THE FINE
SCHEDULE FOR FALSE ALARMS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, there are presently in use within the unincorporated areas of
Hillsborough County certain privately owned hardware and other radio and electronically
controlled Alarm Systems; and

WHEREAS, the Alarm Systems exist as a private contractual relationship for
mutual gain between Alarm Businesses and Alarm Users; and

WHEREAS, no contractual or legal relationship exists between law enforcement
and Alarm Users related to the Alarm Systems; and

WHEREAS, a five-year history of alarm calls received by the Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office consistently exceeds 60,000 calls for service annually resulting
from the activation of Alarm Systems while consistently exceeding 96% of those calls
being False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, during the year 2002 the Sheriff’s Office received 63,326 calls for
service resulting from activation of Alarm Systems with 61,512 or 97% being the result
of False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, these Alarm Systems are causing substantial misuse of the
manpower and resources of the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office by causing the
dispatch of patrol units to the scene of numerous False Alarms thus removing them from
patrol and causing them to be out of service when a true need or emergency situation
could exist; and

WHEREAS, the high incidence of False Alarms is deemed to be obstructive of
efficient law enforcement protection; and

WHEREAS, dispatching and responding to False Alarms creates an unnecessary
financial burden on the taxpayers of Hillsborough County; and




WHEREAS, on January 21, 2004 the Board of County Commissioners adopted
Ordinance 04-02, relating to and regulating the use of burglar/robbery alarm systems,
which is intended to facilitate increased accountability thereby reducing the incidence of
False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 04-02 contains a fine schedule for false alarms; and

WHEREAS, passage of this ordinance will further the protection of the public
safety, health and welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Hillsborough County Board of
County Commissioners:

Section 1. Amendment of Ordinance 04-02

The fine schedule contained in Section 10.B.2. of Ordinance 04-02 is hereby
deleted and replaced with the following fine schedule:

False Alarm Fine

1 Warning Notice
2 Warning Notice
3 $75.00
4™ $100.00
5t $150.00
6% $300.00

7™ and over $500.00

Section 2. Consolidation

Ordinance 04-02 and this amendment thereto shall be consolidated into one
document as shown on Attachment “A.”

Section 2. Severability

If any section, paragraph, phrase, or word of this ordinance is for any reason held
to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the remaining portions
hereof and it shall be construed to have been the legislative intent to pass this ordinance

without such unconstitutional or invalid part.

Section 3. Effective Date

This ordinance shall become effective on October 1, 2004.




STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I, RICHARD AKE, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners of Hillsborough County, Florida, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true
and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by the Board at a public hearing held on February 18, 2004, as
the same appears of record in Minute Book 333 | of the Public Records of Hillsborough County,
Florida.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this23XAday of February ,2004.
RICHARD AKE, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Deputy Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM

AND LEGAL SUFFICIEfxg\'
By: ( /%L ‘lf <] —~——

Assistant County Attorney
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WHEREAS, there are presently in use within the unincorporated areas of
Hillsborough County certain privately owned hardware and other radio and electronically
controlled Alarm Systems; and

WHEREAS, the Alarm Systems exist as a private contractual relationship for
mutual gain between Alarm Businesses and Alarm Users; and

WHEREAS, no contractual or legal relationship exists between law enforcement
and Alarm Users related to the Alarm Systems; and

WHEREAS, a five-year history of alarm calls received by the Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office consistently exceeds 60,000 calls for service annually resulting
from the activation of Alarm Systems while consistently exceeding 96% of those calls
being False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, during the year 2002 the Sheriff’s Office received 63,326 calls for
service resulting from activation of Alarm Systems with 61,512 or 97% being the result
of False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, these Alarm Systems are causing substantial misuse of the
manpower and resources of the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office by causing the
dispatch of patrol units to the scene of numerous False Alarms thus removing them from
patrol and causing them to be out of service when a true need or emergency situation
could exist; and




WHEREAS, the high incidence of False Alarms is deemed to be obstructive of
efficient law enforcement protection; and

WHEREAS, dispatching and responding to False Alarms creates an unnecessary
financial burden on the taxpayers of Hillsborough County; and

WHEREAS, passage of this ordinance is intended to facilitate increased
accountability thereby reducing the incidence of False Alarms; and

WHEREAS, passage of this ordinance will further the protection of the public
safety, health and welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Hillsborough County Board of
County Commissioners:

Section 1. Applicability

The provisions of this ordinance shall be applicable in the unincorporated areas of
Hillsborough County.

Section 2. Definitions

Definitions are intended to follow requirements of Chapter 489, Florida Statutes, for
use in context within the jurisdiction of Hillsborough County. Should a conflict exist
between definitions of Chapter 489 and this ordinance, the definitions used in this
ordinance shall take precedence with regards to enforcement in Hillsborough County.

A. 365-DAY PERIOD means any consecutive 365 days. To determine the number of
False Alarms at an Alarm Site for fines and penalties, one shall include the date of
the most recent False Alarm and the 364 days preceding that date.

B. AGENT means any employee, sales, service, installation, or monitoring person of
an Alarm Business who is under direction of, or receives remuneration directly or
indirectly from, an Alarm Business.

C. ALARM ADMINISTRATOR means the individual designated by the Director of
the Housing and Community Code Enforcement Department to enforce the
administrative provisions of this ordinance.

D. ALARM BUSINESS means any Persons engaged in the business of altering,
installing, maintaining, moving, repairing, replacing, servicing, selling or leasing
onsite, furnishing or monitoring of Alarm Systems. The definition includes but is
not limited to all of the following: installation companies, maintenance
companies, and monitoring companies even if they are not the same company.

E. ALARM SITE means a single premise, structure, or location served by an alarm
system or systems but excluding vehicles, vessels, and aircraft. Each tenancy, if





































