
Teachers by Degree Level 
in 2008-2009    
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With the exception of Specialist's Degrees, the educational  
distribution of Hillsborough teachers is very similar to the 
state's.  Proportionally, more Florida teachers have Specialist 
Degrees compared to Hillsborough teachers.   Specialists 
Degrees  are relatively rare and educationally fall between 
Master's Degrees and PhDs.  



Average Teacher Salaries 
by Degree in 2008-2009
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Average teacher salaries in 2008-2009 were  
about $520 less in Hillsborough compared to 
the state. 

Source: Florida Department of Education
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High School Graduation Rates
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Graduation Rate
Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the method of calculating the graduation rate for
Florida’s public high schools has been revised to track individuals by student I.D. numbers,
beginning with their first-time enrollment in 9th grade. The new rate calculation accounts
for incoming transfer students, and outgoing transfer students are removed from the
tracked population.  Graduation rates have been trending upward since the late 1990s.

Dropout Rate
Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the reported dropout rate is for all dropouts in
grades 9-12. Prior years’ statistics showed a rate only for dropouts 16 or over.  Dropout
rates trended downward.



High School Dropout Rates
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Graduation Rate
Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the method of calculating the graduation rate for
Florida’s public high schools has been revised to track individuals by student I.D. numbers,
beginning with their first-time enrollment in 9th grade. The new rate calculation accounts
for incoming transfer students, and outgoing transfer students are removed from the
tracked population.  Graduation rates have been trending upward since the late 1990s.

Dropout Rate
Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the reported dropout rate is for all dropouts in
grades 9-12. Prior years’ statistics showed a rate only for dropouts 16 or over.  Dropout
rates trended downward.



2007-2008 High School Graduation Rates, 
Large Urban Counties
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2006 - 2007 High School Dropout Rates, 
Large Urban Counties  
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Florida’s Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) 
Grades 3 to 6

Source: Florida Department of Education
DATA

Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida
2001 NA NA 302 298 NA NA NA NA 

2002 293 293 301 299 287 285 295 291 
2003 299 298 304 305 291 290 297 295 
2004 305 303 316 318 296 294 300 297 
2005 305 305 316 319 298 303 298 299 
2006 311 313 311 314 302 304 307 311 
2007 307 309 313 316 307 310 305 306
2008 312 313 316 319 303 305 307 310
2009 310 313 322 324 307 311 310 313
2001 NA NA NA NA  321 314 NA NA 

2002 309 302 301 294 323 318 309 298 
2003 312 308 299 298 323 320 311 302 
2004 314 310 310 312 325 322 307 301 
2005 313 317 309 312 327 329 307 305 
2006 321 324 315 318 331 329 313 312 
2007 327 328 316 319 332 332 311 307
2008 330 333 321 324 334 333 313 310
2009 334 337 328 330 334 335 313 316
2003 NA NA NA NA  284 285 NA NA 

2004 NA NA NA NA  287 286 NA NA 

2005 NA NA NA NA  290 296 NA NA 

2006 NA NA  NA NA 299 299 NA NA 
2007 NA NA NA NA 304 306 NA NA

2008 NA NA  NA NA 308 310 NA NA 
2008 NA NA NA NA  312 314 NA NA 

Scores range 100 to 500

Reading

Mathematics

Grade

Science

3 4 5 6



Florida’s Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) 
Grades 7 to 11

Source: Florida Department of Education
DATA

Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida
2001 NA NA 302 295 NA NA 314 307 NA NA 

2002 297 294 301 295 291 287 309 303 NA NA 

2003 297 297 306 301 296 291 306 302 NA NA 

2004 299 298 301 295 302 295 305 300 NA NA 

2005 296 299 299 297 307 301 302 296 NA NA 

2006 308 310 298 299 310 306 303 298 NA NA 
2007 308 313 302 303 309 308 304 300 NA NA

2008 312 315 307 310 314 313 310 306 NA NA 

2009 313 318 310 312 313 316 308 305 NA NA 

2001 NA NA 319 308 NA NA 332 321 NA NA 

2002 305 292 317 305 300 286 328 319 NA NA 

2003 303 296 320 310 304 293 326 320 NA NA 

2004 307 299 322 311 309 296 329 323 NA NA 

2005 306 303 320 313 311 300 327 322 NA NA 

2006 310 307 317 314 308 302 328 324 NA NA

2007 313 312 321 318 306 302 326 323 NA NA 
2008 317 315 324 310 312 313 330 306 NA NA 

2009 314 314 322 322 313 313 329 327 NA NA 

2003 NA NA 294 287 NA NA 298 290 NA NA 

2004 NA NA 292 286 NA NA 297 287 NA NA 

2005 NA NA 294 291 NA NA NA NA 298 293 
2006 NA NA 289 289 NA NA NA NA 304 298 
2007 NA NA 300 298 NA NA NA NA 307 302
2008 NA NA 304 305 NA NA NA NA 310 304
2008 NA NA 307 305 NA NA NA NA 307 303

Scores range 100 to 500

9 10

Reading

Mathematics

11
Grade

Science

7 8



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 4, Expository
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The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 as 
required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in writing 
responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally focused on the 
topic but may include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores should be viewed over a 
period of several years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups 
are included.  Prior years' data include standard curriculum students only.  Average grade 4 scores trended upward since 1993, 
the first year of testing, before leveling off after 2006.  Hillsborough scores have been slightly above state average.

FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 4, Narrative
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FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 
as required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in 
writing responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally 
focused on the topic but may include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores 
should be viewed over a period of several years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  
Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups are included.  Prior years data include standard curriculum students only.  Average 
grade 4 scores rose in 2009 after having been flat since 2004.



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 8, Expository
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FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 as 
required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in writing 
responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally focused on the 
topic but may include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores should be viewed over a 
period of several years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups 
are included.  Prior years data include standard curriculum students only.  Average grade 8 scores have risen since 2004.  
Hillsborough scores have been slightly above state average.



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 8, Persuasive
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FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 as 
required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in writing 
responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally focused on the 
topic but may include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores should be viewed over a 
period of several years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups 
are included.  Prior years data include standard curriculum students only.  Average grade 8 scores have risen since 2005.  
Hillsborough scores have been slightly above state average.



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 10, Expository
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FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 as 
required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in writing 
responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally focused on the 
topic but may include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores should be viewed over a 
period of several years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups 
are included.  Prior years data include standard curriculum students only.  Grade 10 exams began in 1994. Grade 10 expository 
scores rebounded in 2006 after slipping in recent years.  2008 scores are not available for Grade 10, expository.  



FCAT Writing Scores 
Grade 10, Persuasive
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FCAT = Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test

The Florida Department of Education states that: "The Florida Writing Assessment was implemented in grades 4, 8, and 10 as 
required by a law passed by the 1990 legislature. The assessment is designed to measure students' proficiency in writing responses 
to assigned topics within a designated testing period."  A score of 3 indicates "the writing is generally focused on the topic but may 
include extraneous or loosely related material".  DOE stresses that FCAT writing scores should be viewed over a period of several 
years, not year-to-year.  Each year's test may vary in difficulty and topic.  Starting in 2000 all curriculum groups are included.  Prior 
years data include standard curriculum students only.  Grade 10 exams began in 1994. Hillsborough and state Grade 10 Persuasive 
average scores have converged in recent years.



Education - Graduation and Dropout Rates
  
 

School Year
Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough

1993-1994 75.6% 78.6% 5.6% 2.9%
1994-1995 72.9% 76.2% 5.2% 3.6%
1995-1996 73.2% 76.7% 5.0% 3.4%
1996-1997 73.2% 74.0% 5.4% 5.0%
1997-1998 71.9% 72.8% 4.8% 6.4%
1998-1999 60.2% 69.5% 5.4% 4.2%
1999-2000 62.3% 71.4% 4.6% 2.6%
2001-2001 63.8% 74.4% 3.8% 2.7%
2001-2002 67.9% 77.5% 3.2% 2.2%
2002-2003 69.0% 75.8% 3.1% 2.6%
2003-2004 71.6% 79.3% 2.9% 1.9%
2004-2005 71.9% 79.5% 3.0% 2.1%
2005-2006 71.0% 77.3% 3.5% 2.1%
2006-2007 72.4% 79.1% 3.3% 1.6%
2007-2008 75.4% 80.0% 2.6% 1.8%

Area
Graduation Rate Dropout Rate

Florida 75.4% 2.6%
Hillsborough 80.0% 1.8%
Broward 69.7% 2.0%
Duval 65.9% 3.3%
Miami-Dade 65.8% 4.5%
Orange 75.6% 1.5%
Palm Beach 75.6% 3.9%
Pinellas 74.4% 2.1%

Graduation Rate
             Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the method of calculating the graduation rate for
             Florida’s public high schools has been revised to track individuals by student I.D. numbers,
             beginning with their first-time enrollment in 9th grade. The new rate calculation accounts
             for incoming transfer students, and outgoing transfer students are removed from the
             tracked population.
Dropout Rate
             Beginning with the 1998-99 school year, the reported dropout rate is for all dropouts in
             grades 9-12. Prior years’ statistics showed a rate only for dropouts 16 or over.

Jan-09

Graduation Rate Dropout Rate

2007-2008 School Year

Source: Florida Department of Education, Education Information Accountability Services grad-drop rates



Florida's Comprehensive Assessment Test

Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida
2001 NA NA 302 298 NA NA NA NA NA NA 

2002 293 293 301 299 287 285 295 291 297 294 
2003 299 298 304 305 291 290 297 295 297 297 
2004 305 303 316 318 296 294 300 297 299 298 
2005 305 305 316 319 298 303 298 299 296 299 
2006 311 313 311 314 302 304 307 311 308 310 
2007 307 309 313 316 307 310 305 306 308 313
2008 312 313 316 319 303 305 307 310 312 315
2009 310 313 322 324 307 311 310 313 313 318
2001 NA NA NA NA 321 314 NA NA NA NA 

2002 309 302 301 294 323 318 309 298 305 292 
2003 312 308 299 298 323 320 311 302 303 296 
2004 314 310 310 312 325 322 307 301 307 299 
2005 313 317 309 312 327 329 307 305 306 303 
2006 321 324 315 318 331 329 313 312 310 307 
2007 327 328 316 319 332 332 311 307 313 312
2008 330 333 321 324 334 333 313 310 317 315
2009 334 337 328 330 334 335 313 316 314 314
2003 NA NA NA NA 284 285 NA NA NA NA 

2004 NA NA NA NA 287 286 NA NA NA NA 

2005 NA NA NA NA 290 296 NA NA NA NA 

2006 NA NA NA NA 299 299 NA NA NA NA 
2007 NA NA NA NA 304 306 NA NA NA NA 
2008 NA NA NA NA 308 310 NA NA NA NA 
2009 NA NA NA NA 312 314 NA NA NA NA 

Scores range 100 to 500

May-09

Grade

Science

3 4 5 6 7

Reading

Mathematics

Source: Florida Department of Education FCAT



Florida's Compre

2001
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2006
2007
2008
2009
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2003
2004
2005
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2007
2008
2009

Scores range 100 to 500

May-09

Science

Reading

Mathematics

Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida
302 295 NA NA 314 307 NA NA 

301 295 291 287 309 303 NA NA 

306 301 296 291 306 302 NA NA 

301 295 302 295 305 300 NA NA 

299 297 307 301 302 296 NA NA 

298 299 310 306 303 298 NA NA 
302 303 309 308 304 300 NA NA 
307 310 314 313 310 306 NA NA 

310 312 313 316 308 305 NA NA 

319 308 NA NA 332 321 NA NA 

317 305 300 286 328 319 NA NA 

320 310 304 293 326 320 NA NA 

322 311 309 296 329 323 NA NA 

320 313 311 300 327 322 NA NA 

317 314 308 302 328 324 NA NA 
321 318 306 302 326 323 NA NA 
324 310 312 313 330 306 NA NA 

322 322 313 313 329 327 NA NA 

294 287 NA NA 298 290 NA NA 

292 286 NA NA 297 287 NA NA 

294 291 NA NA NA NA 298 293 
289 289 NA NA NA NA 304 298 
300 298 NA NA NA NA 307 302
304 305 NA NA NA NA 310 304
307 305 NA NA NA NA 307 303

11
Grade

8 9 10

Source: Florida Department of Education FCAT



Education - State of Florida Competency Exams

Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough Florida Hillsborough
1993 1.7 1.7 2.3 2.3 3.2 3.1 2.8 2.7 NA NA NA NA
1994 2.1 2.1 2.3 2.2 2.7 2.5 2.8 2.5 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.8
1995 2.1 2.1 2.7 2.7 3.1 3.2 3.0 3.2 3.3 3.7 3.2 3.4
1996 2.2 2.4 2.8 2.9 3.7 3.9 3.3 3.5 3.2 3.4 3.4 3.6
1997 2.5 2.8 2.8 2.9 3.4 3.6 3.3 3.5 3.7 3.9 3.5 3.7
1998 3.0 3.2 3.1 3.3 3.4 3.6 3.2 3.5 3.6 3.9 3.5 3.8
1999 2.9 3.2 3.2 3.3 3.5 3.7 3.4 3.6 3.6 3.8 3.5 3.7
2000 3.2 3.5 3.2 3.4 3.8 4.2 3.5 3.9 3.9 4.3 3.8 4.0
2001 3.5 3.7 3.4 3.5 3.8 4.2 3.5 4.0 4.0 4.2 3.7 3.9
2002 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.7 3.8 4.2 3.8 4.2 4.0 4.2 3.7 3.9
2003 3.5 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.9 4.4 3.8 4.2 3.8 4.0 3.7 4.0
2004 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.9 4.1 3.7 4.1 3.8 3.9 3.9 4.0
2005 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.7 3.9 4.2 3.7 4.0 3.7 3.6 4.0 3.9
2006 4.0 4.1 3.7 3.7 4.0 4.2 3.9 4.1 3.9 4.1 3.8 3.9
2007 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.8 4.1 4.3 4.1 4.5 3.8 4.1 4.0 4.2
2008 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.7 4.2 4.6 4.2 4.6 NA NA 3.9 4.0
2009 4.0 4.1 4.0 4.1 4.3 4.5 4.3 4.6 3.9 4.1 3.8 3.9

Note:  
Scores range 0 to 6

Apr-09

Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test (FCAT) Writing Results (Formerly called Florida Writes!, 1993-1999)
Grade 10 - Average Scores

Expository Persausive
Grade 4 - Average Scores Grade 8 - Average Scores

Expository PersausiveExpository Narrative

Source: Florida Department of Education FCAT write



Education - Teachers and Salaries

Bachelor's Master's Specialist's PhD All
Florida 109,789          66,757         4,901               2,478        183,925         
Hillsborough 8,948             5,384           286                  210           14,828           

Bachelor's Master's Specialist's PhD All
Florida 59.7% 36.3% 2.7% 1.3% 100.0%
Hillsborough 60.3% 36.3% 1.9% 1.4% 100.0%

Bachelor's Master's Specialist's PhD All
Florida 43,745$          51,064$       57,317$           56,685$     46,938$         
Hillsborough 43,437$          50,404$       57,762$           56,048$     46,421$         

308$              660$            (445)$               637$         517$              

Jul-09

Average 2008-2009 Salary

Teachers by Degree in 2008-2009

Share of Teachers by Degree in 2008-2009

Source: Florida Department of Education teachers&salaries
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