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Census Bureau population counts and estimates indicate 
that Hillsborough's population nearly doubled between 
1970 and 2000 to about 1 million.

Data from the 2000 Census, released March 2001, show 
Hillsborough's population as of April 1, 2000 was 998,948. 
The 2009 estimate is 1,195,317.  

1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 are Census counts (April 1).  2001 – 2009 are July 1 Census estimates

Source: United States Census Bureau



Population Growth, 1970-2008

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
C

ha
ng

e

Tampa/St Petersburg/Clearwater MSA Hillsborough

DATA

Hillsborough's share of metropolitan area population growth has 
increased from about one-third in the 1980s to over one-half.

1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 are Census counts (April 1).  2001 – 2008 are July 1 Census estimates

Source: United States Census Bureau



Hillsborough's Share of Tampa/St Pete/Clearwater MSA 
Population Growth 1970-2008
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1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 are Census counts (April 1).  2001 – 2008 are July 1 Census estimates

Hillsborough's share of metropolitan area population growth has 
increased from about one-third in the 1980s to over one-half.

Source: United States Census Bureau



Population Growth Rates, 1970-2008
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Rapid population growth throughout Florida in the 1970s and 1980s tapered off in the 
1990s but still exceeded national growth rates.  (The 1970. 1980, 1990, and 2000 
growth rates are 10-year annual averages.)  Growth accelerated during the housing 
boom of 2004-2006.  Population growth has dropped significantly during the housing 
market troubles and recession that followed.

1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 are Census counts (April 1).  2001 – 2008 are July 1 Census estimates

Source: United States Census Bureau



Annual Population Growth Rates, Large 
Urban Counties, 1970-2008
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DATA

Rapid population growth throughout Florida in the 
1970s and 1980s tapered off in the 1990s but still 
exceeded national growth rates.  Growth rates 
surged during the 2004-2006 housing boom.

Source: United States Census Bureau



New Residents by Component of 
Population Change, 1990-2000
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Hillsborough population growth during the 1990s was more heavily based 
upon natural increase compared to the metropolitan area's and state's 
dominant reliance on net migration.

Net migration to Florida has been the essential contributor to labor 
force growth in Florida.  Without domestic migration and, to a 
lesser extent, international migration Florida could not have 
sustained the rapid job growth of the later 1990s.

Source: United States Census Bureau



Natural Population Increase: 
Births less Deaths
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Hillsborough has accounted for all metropolitan area 
natural population increase.

Source: United States Census Bureau



Rates of Natural Population Increase: 
Births less Deaths
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Hillsborough's rate of natural population 
increase has been about double the  
state's rate.

Source: United States Census Bureau



Net Migration
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Hillsborough's share of metropolitan area net domestic migration has dropped from about 
40% in the early 2000s to about 15% by 2008.  Poor housing markets and job losses have 
slowed migration.

Source: United States Census Bureau
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Rates of Net Migration

Source: United States Census Bureau
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2000 Population Distribution by Age

Hillsborough's population distribution by 
age in 2000 closely parallels the nation's.  
Florida's population is more heavily 
weighted toward those over 65.  
Hillsborough's higher rates of natural 
population increase has kept its population 
somewhat younger than the overall state 
population.

Source: United States Census Bureau
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Hillsborough Population Growth Rates 
by Age Groups, 1990-2000

Reflecting national demographic changes, Hillsborough's population 
has exhibited fast growth in age groups over 45 years.  The leading 
edge of the large postwar Baby Boom generation turned 50 years 
old in 1996.  The size of this age cohort and longer life spans will 
ensure that older age groups will continue to grow at rapid rates.  
The 5-19 year old cohort are primarily the children of  Baby 
Boomers.

The declines in the 20-34  age cohort combined the rapid growth of 
older aged cohorts indicate fewer working age individuals will be 
available for the labor force.

Source: United States Census Bureau
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Population Growth Rates by Age 
1990-2000

Hillsborough's population growth among persons 45 years and over is 
keeping pace with the state.  Hillsborough and the State are outpacing 
national growth rates among those over 65, reflecting Florida's older 
population and continuing attraction for newly retired residents from other 
areas of the nation.

The declines in the 20-34  age cohort combined the rapid growth of older 
aged cohorts indicate fewer working age individuals will be available for 
the labor force.

Source: United States Census Bureau
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2000 Population Distribution by Age, 
Large Urban Counties

Hillsborough's, Duval’s, Miami-
Dade's and Orange's population 
by age in 200 show a slightly 
younger distribution than the 
other three urban counties.

Source: United States Census Bureau
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Population Growth Rates by Age Groups, 
1990-2000, Large Urban Counties

The large urban counties exhibit slow or negative growth in 
the 20-34  age group.  These are nationwide trends.

Sources: United States Census Bureau




