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Source:  United States Census Bureau, Model estimates using Current Population Survey income data DATA

Official poverty estimates are released at irregular, less than annual, intervals.  1979, 1989 and 1999 are 
Census data, while other years are Census Bureau estimates. Poverty rates increased markedly during the 
early 1990s recession and receded during the ensuing recovery.  Official poverty statistics are often criticized 
for not including the value of welfare, food stamps and other income maintenance programs.  By not including 
the value of these benefits the official statistics may overstate the extent of poverty.  Similarly, by not 
including good accounting of medical costs the statistics may tend to understate poverty.

Large cities tend to have greater concentrations of poverty than other areas.  Hillsborough, as the location of 
Tampa, has had consistently higher poverty rate than Florida as a whole.  In the 2000 Census, however 
Hillsborough, Florida and US poverty rates converged.  Poverty rates rose during the 2001 recession and the 
weak recovery in 2002-2003.  Rates declined during 2006 and 2007.  US, Florida and Hillsborough rates rose 
during the 2008-2009 recession.  Poor recovery in 2010-2011 has been accompanied by further increases.



Poverty Rate of Persons Under 18
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Source:  United States Census Bureau, Model estimates using Current Population Survey income data DATA

Official poverty estimates are released at irregular, less than annual, intervals.  1979, 1989 and 1999 are Census data, while other 
years are Census Bureau estimates. Poverty rates increased markedly during the early 1990s recession and receded during the 
ensuing recovery.  Recession during 2008-2009 have caused another increase in poverty rates.  Official poverty statistics are often 
criticized for not including the value of welfare, food stamps and other income maintenance programs.  By not including the value of 
these benefits the official statistics may overstate the extent of poverty.  Similarly, by not including good accounting of medical costs 
the statistics may tend to understate poverty.

This graph shows that poverty rates for those under 18 years of age are higher than the overall population



Median Household Income   
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Source:  United States Census Bureau, Model estimates using Current Population Survey income data DATA

Household income measures income from all sources and all 
income earners in a household.  Median household income 
indicates that half of the area's households earn more, half 
less.  In 2010 half of Hillsborough households had an income 
greater than $46,043.  Median household income in the US, 
Florida and Hillsborough fell in 2009 and 2010 as recession 
took hold reducing jobs and other income sources.

Household income data are not adjusted for regional differences in cost of living.



Poverty Rates
 

US Florida Hillsborough US Florida Hillsborough
1979 11.7% 13.4% 14.0% 16.4% 18.5% 17.8%
1989 12.8% 12.9% 13.2% 19.6% 20.7% 21.2%
1993 15.1% 16.0% 17.0% 22.7% 24.7% 24.6%
1995 13.8% 15.2% 16.5% 20.8% 24.1% 25.3%
1997 13.3% 14.4% 15.0% 19.9% 21.8% 22.0%
1998 12.7% 13.6% 14.3% 18.9% 21.9% 22.7%
1999 11.9% 12.4% 12.5% 17.1% 18.5% 18.4%
2000 11.3% 11.7% 11.6% 16.2% 17.7% 17.3%
2001 11.7% 12.6% 12.1% 16.3% 18.8% 18.2%
2002 12.1% 12.8% 12.5% 16.7% 17.7% 17.8%
2003 12.5% 13.0% 13.0% 17.6% 19.3% 19.6%
2004 12.7% 11.9% 11.8% 17.8% 17.3% 17.5%
2005 13.3% 12.8% 13.0% 18.5% 18.1% 17.9%
2006 13.3% 12.6% 12.8% 18.3% 17.6% 18.3%
2007 13.0% 12.1% 11.6% 18.0% 17.3% 15.5%
2008 13.2% 13.3% 13.9% 18.2% 18.4% 19.3%
2009 14.3% 15.0% 15.2% 20.0% 21.5% 22.2%
2010 15.3% 16.5% 16.7% 21.6% 23.6% 23.2%

Persons in Poverty Persons Under Age 18 in Poverty

Source:  United States Census Bureau, Model estimates using
Current Population Survey income data and 2000 Census poverty rates



Median Household Income, Dollars
 

US Florida Hillsborough
1979 16,841 14,675 14,868
1989 28,906 26,589 27,575
1993 31,241 28,230 30,354
1995 34,076 29,998 32,650
1997 37,005 32,877 35,994
1998 38,885 34,757 37,362
1999 40,696 36,309 38,639
2000 41,990 38,784 40,987
2001 42,228 37,319 40,922
2002 42,409 38,226 42,407
2003 43,318 38,985 43,097
2004 44,334 40,900 44,850
2005 46,242 42,437 45,084
2006 48,451 45,494 46,751
2007 50,740 47,804 50,485
2008 52,029 47,802 49,762
2009 50,221 44,755 47,129
2010 50,046 44,390 46,043

Source:  United States Census Bureau, Model estimates using Current Population Survey income data med hh inc




