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to protect them. The Environmental Protection 
Commission of Hillsborough County implements and 
enforces wetland protection and mitigation rules, 
which includes reviewing rezoning requests to decide 
if they will impact wetlands, requiring mitigation of 
destroyed wetlands and repair of affected wetlands. 
County residents also voted in 1987 to pay a half mill 
on their property taxes to purchase environmentally-
significant land in Hillsborough County through the 
Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection 
Program (ELAPP). Since its inception, it has preserved 
more than 59,300 acres of land. 

Additionally with assistance from FEMA, the County’s 
floodplain management program has purchased land 
that was repetitively flooded from residents in order to 
return the properties to a natural state. This program 
reduces the County’s liability because it no longer 
needs to assist homeowners when their properties 
flood.

All of these floodplain and wetland management 
programs also lower the cost of flood insurance 
for County residents, because the National Flood 
Insurance Program gives discounts to communities 
that undertake activities to reduce their flooding risk.

Floodplain management  
plan
For more information about the County’s 
Floodplain Management Plan, please go to: www.
hillsboroughcounty.org/pgm/hazardmit/. If you would 
like to provide input on better ways for the County to 
assist you with flood protection, a short online survey 
and comment form also is available on the website 
listed above.  We appreciate your help and your 
comments.


