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INTRODUCTION 
 
The following is a report to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) that addresses Paragraph 18 
of Resolution R05-022 of the Hillsborough County Truck Route Plan.  Resolution R05-022 and the 
accompanying Truck Route Map can be found as Exhibits at the end of this report.  Paragraph 18 of 
the Resolution states as follows:  “The Board of County Commissioners shall review this Resolution 
in 2008.”  The Truck Route Plan was last updated by Resolution R05-022 on January 20, 2005. 
 
Prior to the adoption of Resolution R05-022, the Transportation Division of the Planning & Growth 
Management Department, at the direction of the BOCC, conducted a very comprehensive study of the 
Plan in affect at the time.  The study lasted for almost the entire year of 2004.  It included four public 
neighborhood meetings where public input was received and thirteen meetings of the Truck Route 
Plan Technical Committee (TRP-TC) where additional public input was received.  The total cost of 
the update, while never calculated, included numerous advertisements and hundreds of staff hours.  
The end result or Resolution R05-022 with all the changes that were made has worked well since its 
adoption.  No requests for changes have been received from the public, all complaints have been 
answered, and the Transportation Division staff sees no need for further changes or amendments. 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
BRIEF HISTORY: 
In 1994, Hillsborough County officials responded to complaints from citizens that trucks were using 
county roads that were not suitable for use by large vehicles.  Citizens in the Keystone Area were 
being affected by construction trucks and dump trucks hauling fill dirt and other materials for the 
construction of the new Veterans Expressway.  The BOCC ultimately responded by adopting the 
Hillsborough County Truck Route Plan.  Today, citizens remain concerned for the safety and health of 
their community, and have expressed their displeasure about trucks using roads adjacent to or near 
their homes and along routes they frequently drive.  A major goal of past studies has been to 
encourage mutual appreciation of the important role trucks play in expanding the economy of the 
region, while preserving existing residential neighborhoods. 
 
In 1994, the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) under contract with Hillsborough County 
took on the task of preparing a Truck Route Plan for Hillsborough County.  The MPO employed the 
services of a consulting engineering firm and assembled a team consisting of consultants, MPO staff, 
and County staff to prepare the plan.  After nearly a year of effort including several neighborhood 
meetings held throughout the County to gain public input, the final Truck Route Plan, prepared by the 
MPO, was adopted by the BOCC on November 17, 1994, and went into effect on January 1, 1995. 
 
Contained in the resolution was a requirement that the Truck Route Plan be brought back to the 
BOCC for review in three years.  The three-year review requirement has remained in the resolution 
and, accordingly, the resolution was updated in 1998, 1999, 2001, and 2005. 
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On October 2, 2002, the BOCC held a public hearing to consider truck weight limits for Lithia 
Pinecrest Road between SR 60 and CR 39.  At the conclusion of the hearing, the Board passed a 
motion that directed county staff to review the entire Hillsborough County Truck Route Plan, 
hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”, to see if recent changes in the county, such as growth of 
residential areas around truck routes, warrant changes.  A recommendation that came from staff’s 
review was to remove Lithia Pinecrest Road and Bloomingdale Avenue from the truck route plan and 
to add them to the list of restricted roads.  This recommendation was not well received by the citizens 
of Sun City Center, and at a Sun City Center Town Hall meeting on February 4, 2004, the BOCC 
again directed county staff to review the Plan and describe the impacts that can be expected from 
changes to the existing truck routes. 
 
To review the entire truck route plan and make recommendations to the BOCC, a Truck Route Plan 
Technical Committee (TRP-TC) was formed consisting of staff and representatives from various 
County Departments and from outside agencies throughout the county.  From March through 
November of 2004, the TRP-TC held a total of 13 meetings, each lasting an average of two hours.   
And on January 12, 2005, The Transportation Division of The Planning & Growth Management 
Department presented the recommendations approved by the TRP-TC to the Board of County 
Commissioners; the outcome of which was Resolution R05-022 that went into effect on January 20, 
2005.  Information on the Truck Route Plan Update Process and the activities of the Technical 
Committee can be found at the Website located at: 
 

http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/pgm/truckrouteplan/home.cfm. 
 
Comments from the public regarding the Truck Route Plan and the recommended changes can also be 
found at this website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHANGES TO THE TRUCK ROUTE PLAN SINCE 1995 
Since its creation in 1994, the following changes have been made to the original Resolution No. R94-
0290: 
 
Truck Routes Removed and/or added to the list of Restricted Roads:  
 
Road Segment From To Date 
Knights Griffin Rd US 301  Polk County Line Mar. 1998 
Moores Lake Rd Martin Luther King Blvd US 92 Mar. 1998 
Providence Rd Bloomingdale Ave Lumsden Rd Mar. 1998 
Bell Shoals Rd Boyette Rd Bloomingdale Ave Dec. 2001 
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Boyette Rd US 301 Bell Shoals Dec. 2001 
*FishHawk Blvd Bell Shoals Rd Lithia Pinecrest Rd June  2001 
Gunn Highway Tarpon Sprgs Rd Pasco County Line June  2001 
Wilder Rd US 92 Frontage Rd S Jan.   2005 
Harney Rd.  Sligh Ave. Bullard Pkwy Jan.   2005 
Falkenburg Rd. Progress Blvd. US 301 Jan.   2005 
Falkenburg Rd. Eagle Palm Dr.  78th St Jan.   2005 
Sligh Ave. Anderson Rd. Pinecrest Manor Jan.   2005 
Pine Crest Manor Blvd. Sligh Ave. Dale Mabry Hwy. Jan.   2005 
Palm River Rd. US 41 Falkenburg Rd. Jan.   2005 
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. SR 60 Bloomingdale Ave. Jan.   2005 

*FishHawk Blvd. did not exist in 1994.  It was added to the list of restricted roads in 2001 after its 
completion, and was never a designated truck route. 
 
Truck Routes Added to the list of Designated Truck Routes: 
 
Road Segment From To Date 
Charlie Taylor Rd US 92 Knights Griffin Rd Mar.  1998 
Falkenburg Rd Lee Roy Selmon Exp Palm River Rd Mar.  1998 
Hanna Ave 56th St Harney Rd Mar.  1998 
McIntosh Rd Martin Luther King Blvd US 92 Mar.  1998 
Falkenburg Rd 78th St Causeway Blvd Aug.  1999 
Knights Griffin Rd SR 39 Polk County Line Aug.  1999 
Mullis City Way Linebaugh Ave Gunn Hwy Aug.  1999 
Suncoast Parkway Veterans Exp Pasco County Line June   2001 
Henderson Rd. Waters Ave. Linebaugh Ave. Jan.   2005 
Balm Riverview Rd. CR 672 Rhodine Rd. Jan.   2005 
Rhodine Rd. Balm Riverview Rd  US 301 Jan.   2005 
Jim Johnson Rd. Park Rd.  Alexander St. Extended Jan.   2005 
Forbes Rd. SR 574 UKS 92 Jan.   2005 
16th Ave. S. US 41 54th Place Jan.   2005 
54th Place 16th Ave. Cul-de-sac Jan.   2005 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Existing truck routes in unincorporated Hillsborough County consist of State roads and County roads 
that have been designated as truck routes.  State roads do not fall under the jurisdiction of 
Hillsborough County, and are required to accept truck traffic.  Therefore, any review of the truck route 
plan must start by accepting that all State roads are, and will continue to be, designated truck routes. 
County roads may be restricted to through truck traffic by the BOCC, when it is found to be in the best 
interest of its citizens.  Conversely, truck traffic is an essential part of everyday life in Hillsborough 
County.  Trucks are an important means of sustaining the economic viability of the community by 
delivering products to stores for purchase; transporting raw materials and finished products for 
industries; hauling materials for construction of roads, schools, businesses and homes; and serving 



BOCC Staff Report – 2008 Truck Route Plan Update 
Meeting Date:  August 6, 2008 
Page 5 of 18 
 
 
other vital functions.  However, trucks must share the roads with personal automobiles, and their size 
and weight cause drivers and pedestrians to feel intimidated about potential hazards, both real and 
imagined. 
 
Since the adoption of the Truck Route Plan in November of 1994, the County has received requests 
and complaints from citizen groups and individuals regarding truck routes.  The County has generally 
responded by considering the requests and complaints and when found to have merit the County has 
made changes to the plan.  All changes to the plan since 1995 are listed above.   
 
However, since the last update in 2005, very few complaints and no requests for changes have been 
received by Planning & Growth Management Department Staff.  Complaints usually stem from 
temporary truck hauling on roads that normally are not used for hauling.  These complaints have been 
dealt with by explaining the workings of the Truck Route Plan, that the trucks are not breaking any 
truck route laws, and that the hauling will stop when the job is done.  Since 2005, all complaints have 
been satisfactorily answered, and no requests have been received for changes in the Plan. 
 
With the public’s seemingly general acceptance of the Truck Route Plan as it is, it no longer seems 
necessary to review the Plan every three years.  Instead, a review of the Plan should occur only when 
consideration of specific changes is deemed necessary. 

 
 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
The Transportation Division of The Planning & Growth Management has reviewed the current Truck 
Route Plan and finds it to be satisfactory. 
 
Paragraph 18 of Resolution R05-022 states:  “The Board of County Commissioners shall review this 
Resolution in 2008.”  The requirement for a review of the Plan every three years is no longer seen as 
necessary.  Instead, the Resolution can be brought up for review when ever the need arises.   
 
Since its last update in January, 2005, all complaints have been dealt with and no requests have been 
received for changes. 
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EXHIBITS 
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