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Until the mid-
twentieth century,
Florida was the least
populous state. In
1900, its population
was only 528,542.
Today, Florida is the
fourth largest state in
the Union with over 18
million residents.

On Thursday afternoon, Gover-
nor Charlie Crist announced
that his office will hold back
15% of funds to state agencies
for the upcoming 4th quarter of
the fiscal year that runs from
April 1 to June 30. This is in
addition to the Governor’s
standing order to retain 4% of
monies for the entire year.

The Governor’s actions are in
response to the current budget
outlook projecting a $1 billion
deficit in the current budget.

This holdback might have a

The future of transportation in
Florida is among the chief con-
cerns of the public and private
sectors. The ever growing need
for faster and cleaner infra-
structure to move people and
goods is hindered by limited,
and in today’s economic cli-
mate, shrinking resources.

In an effort to seek a long-term,
stable funding source, SB.582
creates the Florida Transporta-
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significant impact on law en-
forcement, health care, courts,
and education.

Additional funds could be re-
leased if the economy shows
signs of improvement, or if fed-
eral economic stimulus dollars
are received and properly allo-
cated in a timely manner.

Next week the House and Sen-
ate appropriation committees
may receive their funding allo-
cations and begin the process
of crafting their respective
budget proposals. They will do

tion Revenue Study Commis-
sion to examine state, regional,
and local transportation needs
and to develop recommenda-
tions for funding them. The
committee is comprised of 12
members, one being a member
of the Florida Association of
Counties. The Center for Urban
Transportation Research at the
University of South Florida will
provide professional staff and
support to the Commission. It

so0 with an approximately $6
billion deficit looming.

The Senate is likely to offer a
proposal that combines a mix
of increased fees and gambling
revenues, federal stimulus
funds, and targeted expendi-
ture cuts. The House may pro-
pose greater cuts to achieve a
balanced budget. The House
and Senate must negotiate
and pass a single budget by the
end of session on May 1 in
order to avoid a future special
session.

will make a final report to the
Legislature by January 1, 2011.

The Commission will study a
variety of issues affecting trans-
portation, including: the effect
of technology and alternative
fuels, the ability to fund and
address transportation needs
at all levels of the state, and
new and innovative options that
can be developed to meet fu-
ture needs.


http://www.flsenate.gov/session/index.cfm?BI_Mode=ViewBillInfo&Mode=Bills&ElementID=JumpToBox&SubMenu=1&Year=2009&billnum=582
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specific standards that limit the
amount and kinds of solar sys-
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Here is the latest activity on some of the significant bills and amendments being considered by the Legislature:

SB 360 - Relating to Growth Management: This bill has been fast-tracked in the Senate as an economic stimulus measure de-
signed to spur growth by eliminating transportation concurrency requirements in dense urban areas. It also eliminates the devel-
opments of regional impact (DRI) process in designated counties, including Hillsborough County. It passed the Senate Policy and
Steering Committee on Ways and Means on March 19, by a vote 0 14 - 3. Next stop: Full Senate Consideration.

SB 1796 - Relating to Budget Transparency: A number of bills were filed this session seeking to open government budgets and
shine a light on spending. This bill has emerged as the consensus package that creates a website where the pubic can view de-
tailed revenue and expenditure data for all branches of state government. Local governments, and other government entities will
be phased in in the future. The bill was scheduled for consideration on March 19, but was not taken up. It will be rescheduled for
March 26.

SB 1906 - Relating to Revenue and Expenditure Limitations: Commonly referred to as “TABOR,” this bill proposes a constitu-
tional amendment limiting expenditures state and local governments, and requires voter approval via referendum for any new
taxes or fees. The bill was debated at length on March 18 in the Senate Governmental Oversight and Accountability Committee,
and was temporarily postponed when the meeting ended before a vote was taken. The bill is to be placed on the committee
agenda again on March 26.


http://www.flsenate.gov/session/index.cfm?BI_Mode=ViewBillInfo&Mode=Bills&ElementID=JumpToBox&SubMenu=1&Year=2009&billnum=1380
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