
WHAT IS RECYCLING?
DEFINITIONS:

The processing of used materials into •	
new products in order to prevent 
wasting potentially useful materials 
and to conserve natural resources

The processing or re-manufacturing •	
of used or waste material   so that it 
can be used again

Taking something old and making •	
something new

The universal recycling symbol of the 3 
chasing arrows is a MOBIUS (unending) 
loop. It represents a hierarchy of 
preferred methods of managing waste.

# 1 – REDUCE waste

# 2 – REUSE waste

# 3 – RECYCLE waste

Each arrow in the mobius loop 

corresponds to one of these 

preferences.
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