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To our Veterans, family members, and community advocates, 

In our collective cultural experience Memorial Day has become the symbolic, unofficial start of 

summer. This year, however, we’re experiencing quite a different season – one of 

unprecedented challenges. Despite these challenges, or maybe because of them, it is equally 

important that we take the time to remember those who have served and have paid the 

ultimate sacrifice so that we may live in a free nation. 

On behalf of the military community and our team at Veterans Memorial Park and Rear Admiral 

LeRoy Collins, Jr. Veterans Museum, I ask that you take time to reflect on the true meaning of 

Memorial Day. To those who have lost a loved one in military service as well as to our Gold Star 

Mothers, Fathers, and Families: know that we stand with you today and always in honoring the 

sacrifice of your loved one for a greater cause. 

The Board of County Commissioners has dedicated our Veterans Memorial Park as a place to 

honor The Fallen of Hillsborough County. It’s where we pause to honor the United States 

military men and women from all branches of service who have made the ultimate sacrifice for 

our country. 

Since taking on my responsibilities as Hillsborough County Administrator a decade ago, I have 

felt humbled and honored to join other leaders from the region, MacDill AFB, and military 

families for so many memorable and patriotic ceremonies at Veterans Memorial Park. Although 

we are not able to gather at the Park in person this year, we are united in spirit by 

remembering and honoring our brave men and women. 

2020 has brought significant challenges that we must face together as Hillsborough County 

residents and as Americans. We will ultimately learn from these challenges and, together, 

become stronger as human beings and as a nation, united in our resolve to protect and defend 

what we most value. As we appropriately recognize our first responders and medical 

professionals, let us also remember our military heroes; sons and daughters who are now 

answering the call to service, both domestically and overseas. 



On this Memorial Day, let us never forget those who gave all. We salute their service, their 

valor, and the sacrifices made by their families.  We are forever grateful. 

 

Thank you, 

 


