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New Flood Maps Mean Change in Flood Risk for Coastal Areas 

Because the 2008 countywide flood map update did not include an updated analysis of the 

coastal flood risk and did not reflect new development or changes in shoreline, Hillsborough 

County has been part of a multi-year process led by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) to update coastal flood maps. New coastal flood risk data means a safer, more 

resilient Hillsborough County.   

The new coastal flood maps (known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps, or FIRMs) replace the 

current maps which are based on data and technology more than 30 years old. Consequently, 

this map revision more accurately reflects today’s flood risks and provides Hillsborough County 

coastal property owners with up-to-date, reliable, Internet-accessible information about their 

flood risk. The updated coastal flood hazard data will help guide building, mitigation, and flood 

insurance decisions for the County and its residents and business owners. 

Flood Maps: A Risk Management Must 

Flood hazard maps, also known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), are important tools in 

the effort to protect lives and properties in Hillsborough County. By showing the extent to 

which coastal areas are at risk for flooding, flood maps help business owners and residents 

make more informed decisions about protecting their property and financial stability. These 

maps also allow community planners, local officials, engineers, builders, and others to make 

important determinations about where and how new structures and developments should be 

built. 

To ensure that everyone within the coastal area has access to the most accurate and up-to-date 

information about flood risks, the flood maps can be viewed using Hillsborough County’s Flood 

Zone Comparison Viewer at https://arcg.is/0HD5G10. They can also be found at FEMA’s Map 

Service Center at https://msc.fema.gov.  

A Better Picture of Flood Hazards 

Since the late 2000s, FEMA has been updating existing Flood Insurance Studies (FISs) and Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for the entire populated coastline of the United States.  The 

updates provide improved flood risk information to coastal communities along the Atlantic and 

Pacific Oceans, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Great Lakes. New digital maps, using more accurate 

topography, storm surge and wave height data, and increased detail profiling the coastline will 

provide more detailed, reliable, and current information about flood risks. The result is a better 

picture of areas most likely to be impacted by storm surge-driven coastal flooding and a better 

foundation from which to make key financial and building decisions.  

https://arcg.is/0HD5G10
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
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Hillsborough County Coastal Mapping Milestones 

• January 2013: Coastal study started by FEMA 

• November 2018: FEMA released preliminary maps for review 

• April 2019: FEMA holds Open Houses for the public 

• October 2019 – January 2020: FEMA’s 90-day Public Comment Period  

• April 7, 2021: FEMA issues Letter of Final Determination 

• June 22, 2021: Official adoption applicable code changes by Board of County 

Commissioners  

• October 7, 2021: New coastal flood maps become effective and changes in building and 

flood insurance requirements become effective 

Questions 

For more information about the coastal remapping effort, visit 

www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/flood-maps/coastal-flood-risk-map-

update or contact Public Works at (813) 635-5400.   

For more information on impacts on flood insurance, contact your insurance agent. 

 

http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/flood-maps/coastal-flood-risk-map-update
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/public-safety/flood-maps/coastal-flood-risk-map-update

